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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 170177 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:MASS, PEPR, TW 
SUBJECT:ROC AIR DEFENSE 

REFERENCE: STATE 167952 

1 . CBS AND AP HAVE REPORTED THAT USG HAS DECIDED TO ALLOW 
ISRAEL TO SELL KFIR TO ROC, AS A MEANS OF ATTENUATING DE- 
FENSE RELATIONSHIPS WITH TAIWAN IN ORDER TO FURTHER 
CHANCES FOR EARLY NORMALIZATION. 

2. YOU SHOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER THAT, AS WAS CASE 
IN EARLIER SPECULATIVE STORIES RE F-4S (REFTEL), FINAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 170177 

DECISIONS ON ROC AIR DEFENSE REQUESTS HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
MADE. IN ANY CASE, SUGGESTIONS THAT WE ARE ENDING OUR 
DEFENSE SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP ARE QUITE WIDE OF THE MARK AS 
GROC SHOULD KNOW FROM OUR RECENT OFFER TO SELL LOROP 
CAMERAS. WITH REGARD TO KFIR, WE REMAIN MINDFUL OF PRESI- 
DENT CHIANG'S EARLIER STATEMENTS THAT HE DOES NOT INTEND 
TO PURCHASE KFIR. ALTHOUGH WE ARE WILLING TO ALLOW ISRAEL 
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TO FORMALLY OFFER ITS PLANES TO ROC, USG WILL ALSO PROPOSE 
SALE OF U.S. FIGHTERS AS AN ALTERNATIVE. 

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE EXPECT 
DECISIONS ON ROC DEFENSE REQUESTS WITHIN A VERY SHORT WHILE 

AND YOU ANTICIPATE RECEIVING INSTRUCTIONS TO SEEK AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT CHIANG TO ACQUAINT HIM WITH 
OUR VIEWS. 

VANCE 
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1 . CBS AND AP HAVE REPORTED THAT USG HAS DECIDED TO ALLOW 
ISRAEL TO SELL KFIR TO ROC, AS A MEANS OF ATTENUATING DE- 
FENSE RELATIONSHIPS WITH TAIWAN IN ORDER TO FURTHER 
CHANCES FOR EARLY NORMALIZATION. 

2. YOU SHOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER THAT, AS WAS CASE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 170177 

IN EARLIER SPECULATIVE STORIES RE F-4S (REFTEL), FINAL 
DECISIONS ON ROC AIR DEFENSE REQUESTS HAVE NOT YET BREN 
MADE. IN ANY CASE, SUGGESTIONS THAT WE ARE ENDING OUR 
DEFENSE SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP ARE QUITE WIDE OF THE MARK AS 
GROC SHOULD KNOW FROM OUR RECENT OFFER TO SELL LOROP 
CAMERAS. WITH REGARD TO KFIR, WE REMAIN MINDFUL OF PRESI- 
DENT CHIANG'S EARLIER STATEMENTS THAT HE DOES NOT INTEND 
TO PURCHASE KFIR. ALTHOUGH WE ARE WILLING TO ALLOW ISRAEL 
TO FORMALLY OFFER ITS PLANES TO ROC, USG WILL ALSO PROPOSE 
SALE OF U.S. FIGHTERS AS AN ALTERNATIVE. 

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER THAT WE EXPECT 
DECISIONS ON ROC DEFENSE REQUESTS WITHIN A VERY SHORT WHILE 

AND YOU ANTICIPATE RECEIVING INSTRUCTIONS TO SEEK AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT CHIANG TO ACQUAINT HIM WITH 
OUR VIEWS. VANCE. UNQUOTE VANCE 
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